
Determining Your Real Estate Options

Budget

Location

Long Term Goals

Home Size and Features

School Districts

Future Resale Value

Lifestyle and Cultural Fit

Accessibility

Safety and Crime Rates

Public Transportation and Infrastructure

how much are you willing to spend on a new home? This will determine 
neighborhoods, home sizes and types you can afford

Proximity to work, family/friends, desired amenities, urban vs suburban vs rural 
preferences

is this a forever home, short term, or investment property? Your long term plans 
might affect the type of property you should buy.

# of beds/baths, maintenance considerations (newer vs older homes), features 
(open floor plan, large yard, pool, etc)

quality and reputation of schools are important if you have kids

Consider potential growth and development of the area. Buying in up-and-coming 
areas might result in a higher return on investment Tax Implications that can 
affect your monthly costs (property, state income, sales tax)

the demographics or vibe of the neighborhood might be important based on your 
lifestyle and personal values

for those who have disabilities and need wheelchair ramps, wider doorways and 
first floor bedrooms

safety concerns can influence neighborhood choices and security features you 
might want to consider

availability and convenience of public transportation, and quality of roads and 
other infrastructure
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About your home

Location and 

neighborhood

Financial 

Considerations
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Healthcare Facilities

Recreational and Social Activities

Market Conditions

Employment Opportunities

Local Regulations

proximity to hospitals, clinics and other healthcare providers

proximity to parks, shopping, restaurants, bars, etc

Are you moving to a buyer or seller’s market? This can affect your negotiation 
powers

proximity to potential job opportunities, especially if relocating without a job 
already lined up

HOA Covenants/Restrictions, local zoning laws, or anything else that might affect 
your plans for the property

Other 

considerations
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Getting Preapproved.  If you plan on financing your purchase, getting 
preapproved with a local lender can streamline your home buying 
process significantly. Here’s why it’s important

Personalized 

Service

Proof of Buying 

Power

Supporting Local 

Economy

Understanding 

Additional Costs

○ Local lenders often provide a higher level of service compared to 
the large national banks. They are typically more accessible and offer 
guidance tailored to the local market.

a preapproval letter indicates that a lender has examined your finances 
and determined how much you can afford to borrow. This shows a seller 
that you are a serious qualified buyer. This not only provides insight on 
how much house you can afford, but also might bring to light any credit 
issues that need to be addressed.

By choosing a local lender, you are contributing to the local economy 
and promoting community growth.

local lenders are more familiar with local and state-related costs, 
such as taxes, transfer fees and other regional charges. This ensures 
that you won’t be caught off-guard by unexpected expenses
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Finding Your New Home

Research the area

Virtual Tours

Get Pre-approved

Online Resources

Conduct Online Searches, get MLS Portal Access from Realtor

Define Your Priorities

Local Contacts

Find a Local Relocation Specialist Realtor

use online resources, local forums, and publications to get a feel for 
neighborhoods, amenities, safety, schools, and other critical factors

request virtual walkthroughs or arrange live video tours with your agent

Use Google Street View to explore the neighborhood, and look into local forums, 
community websites, and social media groups for unfiltered feedback on areas 
and even specific properties.

list out your must-haves and your wants

If you have friends or family in the area, have them tour the homes with your 
Realtor and give you their feedback on the homes

Steps Involved 

and Things to 

Consider

Looking at Homes 

From a Different 

State
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Contingency Clauses

Detailed Documentation

Title Company

Insurance

Communicate Regularly with Your Realtor

Visit Before Closing, if possible to ensure you expectations are met

Professional Home Inspection

When making an offer, you can make it contingent upon satisfactory viewing in 
person

Request property disclosures , recent utility bills, HOA rules (if applicable) and any 
other relevant documentation.

conducts a thorough title search to ensure there are no liens or issues with the 
property’s ownership

consider a home warranty or insurance that covers any unforeseen issues after 
closing

they are your primary guide and can provide insights that might not be apparent 
from photos or videos

An inspector will provide a detailed report about the home’s condition. This can 
give peace of mind and avoid costly mistakes

Buying a Home 

Without Seeing it 

in Person

Finding Your New Home
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Step 3 Part 5

How in the Hell Can Someone Do That?


